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	Welcome

to the 

Auxiliary

Small Craft

Facility (SCF)

Program


A Small Craft Facility is any organization or business that offers services to the mariner along the waterways of the United States, charted on Small Craft (SC) charts. There are hundreds of these facilities located throughout the country that provide opportunities for establishing, updating, and discontinuance.  Throughout the years the number of facilities listed on Small Craft Charts has shrunk while, in actuality, the total number of facilities have grown.  The SCF program is designed to help you learn more about this Auxiliary program and to assist you to get it started in your Division and Flotillas. The program has recently been greatly revamped and simplified. Districts located along the Western Rivers who use USACE River Charts would not submit SCF reports to NOAA.  “The Auxiliary may also help the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) in updating nautical charts and publications.” (Excerpted from Chapter 2, Section B3 of the Auxiliary Manual.)  A Memorandum of Understanding exists between NOAA and the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary.

I  The focus for the SCF program is on accuracy, credibility, and professionalism and is directed toward building the Auxiliary member’s credibility level in the eyes of NOAA.  Since Auxiliarists are recognized as representatives of the Coast Guard and, therefore, must always show a professional presence and attitude.  There are guidelines for visiting a facility.  A SCF worksheet is provided to insure that the interviewing process with the facility’s owner/manager is conducted correctly and professionally.
As your leadership and planning role increases in the AN Program, you will find that the SCF Program is the key for developing an overall Chart Updating Plan.  SCF reports initiate chart updating opportunities and Coast Pilot updates.  Since small craft facilities can range from a simple boat ramp to a full service marina, there are a lot of SFC opportunities out there to review.  Natural add-on tasks to the SCF program are the checking of the channels that lead to small craft facilities with their associated problems of obstruction, shoaling, marking, shifting, etc.  Chart updating pportunities abound in the SCF Program.

II  New criteria are established.  Not every marine facility can be classified as a Small Craft Facility.  There are a new series of criteria that must be met.  However, all is not lost. Facilities that fail the SCF tests, are usually reportable as a Coast Pilot update, or, when the facilities are large enough, a chart-updating opportunities.  Here are the latest criteria:

The Small Craft Facility must:

· Be located on a Small Craft Chart.

· Be a public facility-private clubs do not comply.

· Have a navigable approach channel leading to the marine facility.

· Have navigable water alongside the marine facility’s dock.

· Provide either transient moorings or berths.

· Be a pump-out station at the facility or there must be a municipal pump out facility located nearby.

· Provide fuel (diesel or gas) sales to the public.

III New SCF tools are available to help you train your members. 

SCF Promotional Tools

▀  SCF01-SMALL CRAFT FACILITY PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENT – Use this handout to advertise your Small Craft Facility Program to your members.  It is also an image of the SCF Web Page on the First Northern Aid to Navigation Web Site at www.uscgaan.com.

Study Guide

▀  SCF02-SMALL CRAFT FACILITY PROGRAM STUDY GUIDE – WORD – 10 pages – Contains the guidelines for conducting Small Craft Facility Owner/Manager interviews and has the explanations of every field on the SCF02-Small Craft Facility Worksheet Form.  Reading this guide is a quick way to get up to speed on the operation of the Small Craft Facility program.

SCF Worksheet

▀  SCF03-SMALL CRAFT FACILITY WORKSHEET – EXCEL - This worksheet is solely directed toward Small Craft Facility reporting.  Fields and space is provided for recording every aspect of the SCF interviewing process.  Also, there is a place on this form for ordering a NOAA Nautical Chart.  Forward this worksheet to NOAA (through the DSO-AN) with all the required attachments.

SCF Training Presentations and Handouts

▀  SCF04-SMALL CRAFT FACILITY WORKSHEET FORM EXAMPLE – EXCEL Use this sample SCF Worksheet to demonstrate how a SCF Worksheet should be prepared.
▀ SCF05-SMALL CRAFT FACILITY PROGRAM TRAINING PRESENTATION – PowerPoint - 42 slides – This presentation will enhance the Small Craft Facility learning experience when used in conjunction with the SCF Program Study Guide above.  Use this presentation as part of your Small Craft Facility workshops.  Ask your SO-AN or ADSO-AN for information on scheduling workshops in your Division or Flotilla.

IV  If the Small Craft Facility Program interests you, talk to your FSO-AN or SO-AN. Each Flotilla and Division is encouraged to form a “Chart Updating Team.”  The aim is to identify Chart Updating opportunities throughout their Division and to establish a plan to perform the necessary observations and prepare the appropriate reports for submission to NOAA.

You could be contributing quality reports to NOAA in the time that it takes you to familiarize yourself with the programs worksheets and procedures.  All of the information that you need is available.  The SCF is a year round Auxiliary program, and you don’t need a boat to participate.  


